THE RISE OF THE ROMANOVS

their position. Under Boris Godunov they had suffered great indig-
nities and persecution, and it was in no small measure due to this
that they had won the support of the Moscow populace as a whole.
And they were diplomats. They sought favour in all quarters by
taking no strong line oil any point.

Thus it came about that Michael's election was unanimous. It
was proclaimed amid universal rejoicing. No doubt Ms youth had
much to do with it. So young a Tsar could have no strong predilec-
tions either way, and his policy could be moulded as desired. The
lesson of Ivan IV had not been learnt in this respect.

And from Michael sprang the tree of the Romanovs, which was
to run into flower In the time of Peter the Great, blossom agam in
the early summer of Alexander I, and finally to crash under the
weight of its own decayed, dead wood in the time of Nicholas II.
It is not entirely insignificant that the Romanovs rose out of one
Time of Troubles and bequeathed, in their passing, another to their
people.
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